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If you would please open you Bibles to Acts chapter 11.

For the past few weeks we have been following the apostle Peter as he was given a vision to go and witness to the gentile Roman soldier named Cornelius in chapter 10.

In the first part of chapter 11, Peter returns to Jerusalem and tells the church there how God had poured out the Holy Spirit on these gentile believers just as he has on the Jews who put their faith in Christ as their savior back in chapter 2.

Last week we skipped ahead a bit to Acts chapter 12 where Luke the writer of Acts continues with Peter and the church in Jerusalem.

Acts 12 opens up with the apostle James, the brother of John dead and Peter in prison awaiting his death sentence.

But then an angel of the Lord appears and leads Peter out of prison. 

After reporting back to the rest of the church Peter goes off to another place. 

Apparently to avoid being put in prison again.

Chapter 12 ends though with King Herod accepting praise as a god and falls dead. 

We ended with Acts 12:24 where we read that “…the word of God increased and multiplied.”

We learned last week that nothing can stand in the way of the gospel message,
.

Not the evil of this fallen world, not the bondage of people’s sin, and not even the pride of the human heart can hold back the good news of who Jesus Christ is and what He has accomplished on the cross.

In writing the book of Acts Luke does something interesting. On one hand we have been following along with Peter and the church in Jerusalem.

But much like in a movie when all of a sudden there is a seen change and you cut to a different scene. 

While this one story line is progressing along the movie cuts away and shows you what’s going on at the same time somewhere else with someone else.

Later in the movie you get to see how these two apparent different story lines will merge and inter connect with one another.

Throughout Acts Luke has been slowly introducing different characters to the story.  

And there has been this secondary story running alongside of the story with Peter as the main character and the Jews and the church in Jerusalem the focal point.

At the same time Luke has been introducing Saul, who is also known as Paul, who’s focal point with be the gentiles and the spread of the church starting in Antioch. 

Luke does this kind of thing here Acts 
chapter 11. 

The first half of chapter 11, Peter is reporting back to the church in Jerusalem about the conversion of a gentile Roman soldier and the response of some of the Jewish believers.


Now let’s pick in the second half of chapter 11 starting inverse 19.

Acts 11:19-21 “Now those who were scattered because of the persecution that arose over Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to no one except Jews.

20 But there were some of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who on coming to Antioch spoke to the Hellenists [Greek speaking gentiles] also, preaching the Lord Jesus. 

21 And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number who believed turned to the Lord. 

Now “the persecution that arose over Stephen” takes us back to Acts chapter 7 where Stephen was taken out of the Jerusalem and stoned to death because of his preaching the gospels message.

After Stephen’s death a great persecution against the church arose and many believers were scattered. 

In fact, it is interesting to note it that a young man named Saul was there and held the cloaks of the men who stoned Stephen.

In Acts 8:1 Luke tells us that “…Saul approved of [Stephen’s] execution. And there arose on that day a great persecution against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. 
 
Luke is connecting the dots, if you would. 

He is linking the events and even the people introduced back in chapters 7 and 8 to what is going on here in chapter 11.


When the persecution arose the church scattered. The apostles, including Peter remained in Jerusalem. 

I just want to throw this out there. 

From a human stand point the stoning to death of Stephen, a man who had been described in Acts 6:8 as a man “…full of grace and power, [who] was doing great wonders and signs among the people” must have seem like a tragedy, such a waist.

But keep this in mind. His death had helped move the gospel into Samaria. 

Samaria was north of Jerusalem and an area and a people the Jewish believers would have never reached out to on their own.

Also Stephen’s death had provoked Saul to persecute the church more whole heartily (8:3). 
This resulted however, with Saul coming to saving faith in Jesus Christ (9:1-30). 

Now, here in Acts 11, we see a third result from Stephen’s martyrdom; the spreading of the gospel to Gentile lands (Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch).

Look again at Acts 11:19: They “…traveled as far as Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to no one except Jews.
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So those who had left Jerusalem because of the prosecution went proclaiming Christ as they traveled. At first, however, the spoke only to the Jews. 

But, verse 20: “But there were some of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who on coming to Antioch spoke to the Hellenists also, preaching the Lord Jesus.” 
Some began to speak to the Hellenists, or the Greek or Greek speaking-gentiles. 

Though there were a number of cities named Antioch this one referred to here, in Acts 11, was the third largest city in the Roman Empire behind Rome and Alexandria. 

Antioch was a commercial center and the home of a large Jewish community. 

It was also a vile city, with gross immorality and ritual prostitution as part of its temple worship.

We can easily get overwhelmed and discouraged by the level of immorality that is deemed not only acceptable but almost held up with pride in culture today.

The pervasiveness of sin in our culture today has nothing on the immorality of Antioch at this time in history.

But look here what happens when the light of the gospel messae shines into a dark world!

21 And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number who believed turned to the Lord. 

As I have said, up until now Luke has focused most of his attention on Peter and the church in Jerusalem. 

Now here in the second half of chapter 11 we see these unnamed servants of the Lord are winning people to the Lord.

Think about this. Jesus spent 3 years discipling the 12, the apostles. (1st generation disciple)

The apostles witnesses, lead people to the Lord and taught these new converts how to disciples others. (2nd generation of disciples)

They then, granted because of persecution, traveled all over the Roman Empire witnessing, leading people to the Lord and teaching their new converts how to disciple others. (3rd generation of disciples)

And now here in Acts 11, their disciples are here in Antioch witnessing, leading people to the Lord and teaching them what they know. (4th generation of disciples)

That’s the great commission!

Matthew 28:19-20 “Go therefore and make disciples [authentic followers of Jesus Christ, not just someone how prays a prayer to keep out of hell] 

of all nations [all people, including those gentile Hellenists], baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you...”

Granted God had a special purpose for Peter in using him to confirm the spread of the gospel message to the gentiles.  

But the spread of the gospel was not the sole responsibility of Peter, the apostles or just a select few in church leadership.

It was, and is every believer’s responsibility to make disciples.

Friends this is not optional! Yes you will do it differently than I will. Your story is different than mine. 

God made you the way you are so He use you the way He intends. 

God has put you where He wants because that is where He wants to use you.


And sometimes He will allow trials, persecution or even hardships to come into your life so He can move you to a new place where He wants to do a new work.

Look what happened when God’s people were willing to go where God wanted them to God with God’s message of hope and salvation.

Let’s continue as we look on at Acts 11:21-26:

21 And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number who believed turned to the Lord. 22 The report of this came to the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch.

The response to the light of the gospel was so powerful it wasn’t long before the church leaders back in Jerusalem got wind of what was going on in Antioch.

Earlier in Acts the church leaders in Jerusalem sent Peter and John to check up on Philip’s ministry in Samaria. 

Now they are sending Barnabas some 300 miles north to Antioch to investigate what was going on there.

We have been introduced to Barnabas on a number of occasions in the book of Acts.

We know that Barnabas was a follower of Jesus. He was a Levite, and a native of the isle of Cyprus, and is said to have sold all his property, and laid the price of it at the apostles’ feet, Acts 4:36, 37. 

When Saul came to Jerusalem, three years after his conversion Barnabas was the one man who stood up for Saul and introduced him to the church in Jerusalem, Acts 9:26, 27.

Here in Acts 11:23 Luke says that: “When he [that is Barnabas] came and saw the grace of God, he was glad, and he exhorted them all to remain faithful to the Lord with steadfast purpose, 24 for he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And a great many people were added to the Lord.” 

And true to his name, Barnabas which means “son of encouragement” begins to teach and encourage these new believers in the ways of the Lord.

You know we all need a Barnabas in our lives; someone to encourage us and point us in the right direction.

If we are going to be pouring our lives into the lives of others we need someone to come along side of us and help us grow in the Lord. 

Keep us focused on Christ not the crisis. 

No matter how long we have been following Christ, no matter how many years we have been serving we need a Barnabas.

Who is the Barnabas in your life? Who is or has spoken words of encouragement into you? Maybe it is or was your mom. Maybe and older Christian friend.

In our text this morning we see that so many people were coming to the Lord Barnabas soon realized he too was going to need help.

Look here at verse 25: “So Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 26 and when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. 

Yes you and I are called by God to share our faith and the good news of Jesus Christ with those around us. 


Our Lord and savior, Jesus Christ commands us to make disciples and teach them to make disciples.

But nowhere are we told to do it alone. 

You and I need that Barnabas in our lives. Someone to encourage and challenge us to do better. 

We need someone to help us know God better, to grow in Christlikeness and to Show the love of Christ to the world around us.

Be we also need someone to come along side of us, shoulder to shoulder, as we labor together for the cause of Christ.

Barnabas went and got Saul, aka Paul, to come along side of him and help. 

Verse 26 goes on: “For a whole year they met with the church and taught a great many people. 

These new disciples were hungry for the word of God. They wanted to know more about who this God is who saved them, who is the Jesus they now serve.

They wanted to be grounded in their faith, yes but they also wanted to know what it meant to live fully committed to their Lord, Jesus Christ.

In fact note there at the end of verse 26 where it reads: “And in Antioch the disciples were first called Christians.”

This is the first time the word Christian is used in the Bible. Up until now believers were either called, believers, disciples, or followers of the way.

The lives of these believers in Antioch were so radically changed that the unsaved noticed. 


They didn’t call themselves Christians but were called “Christians” by the community outside of the church. 

Their lives had been transformed by the work of the Holy Spirit and they began to live as Christ live, love as Christ loved, and serve as Christ served.

They learned to do this as they were discipled, taught by Barnabas and Saul.

The result is that “a great many people” continued to come to saving faith in Jesus Christ.

So as the light of the gospel reaches the city of Antioch we see a great number of people coming to Christ. Their lives so changed that even the unsaved around them can’t help but notice.

Chapter 11 ends with a great example of how these believers were changed.

Staring in verse 27, someone receives a word from the Lord saying that a great famine was coming.

The believers here in Antioch knew of the desperate situation that the believers in Jerusalem were already living under because of the persecutions. 

So they decide to take up a collection, a free-will offering to send to Jerusalem to help the believers there. 

Even though they may be facing some tough times of their own the light of the gospel was working out in their generosity and compassion.

They were thinking outside of themselves and their own needs. They were thinking kingdom mindedly.

They even sent their beloved teachers and mentors Barnabas and Saul to Jerusalem to deliver the offering. 

Luke then gives us a clear picture of the suffering and struggles the church was facing in Jerusalem in Acts chapter 12. 

But look at the end of chapter 12 in Acts 12:25 where after taking the offering to Jerusalem Luke says that “…Barnabas and Saul returned from Jerusalem when they had completed their service, bringing with them John, whose other name was Mark.

Because the light of the gospel reached Antioch we see lives radically changed. 

So changed the even the lost notice.

We see a change of heart. A willingness and compassion to for those in need, those outside of ourselves.

And finally we see a new passion sparked by the light of the gospel.

Starting in Acts 13 and running to the end of chapter 14 we find the record of Saul (aka Paul’s) first missionary journey. 

Look over at Acts 13:2-3 “While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” 3 Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands on them and sent them off.  

Unfortunately we are not going to be able to go through the whole missionary journey line by line but I want you to notice a couple things.

First of all keep in mind how Luke has intentionally woven together the two story, Peter going to the gentile Cornelius and these unnamed believers going to the gentiles in Corinth.

Some didn’t like these gentiles coming to faith in Jesus. 
They responded with skepticism, criticism and even tried to put road blocks in the way of the gentiles coming to faith.

The gentile believers in Antioch responds to the light of the gospel with open arms, transformed lives, generous giving.

And now they respond with a willingness to take their very best and send them off to tell others of the good news of Jesus Christ!

It is during this first missionary journey Saul starts to be referred to as Paul. Paul is the Greek form of his Hebrew name Saul.

These believers got it. They realized that the gospel wasn’t just for them but needed to go to all people.

Look over to Acts 13, and let’s pick up in verse 44.

Paul and his missionary team had arrived in what is today central Turkey. 

While there they went first into the synagogue and shared the good news of Jesus Christ with the Jews.

Many asked for them to come back next week to speak more on this.

So the team stayed in the city and then on the next Sabbath that returned to the synagogue. 

Verse 44: “The next Sabbath almost the whole city gathered to hear the word of the Lord. 

45 But when the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy and began to contradict what was spoken by Paul, reviling him. 


Now I can’t imagine Christians today ever getting jealous over another churches ministry. “They are growing faster, bigger than us!”

Since I can’t imagine that ever happening I won’t spend anytime asking do we truly have a kingdom mindset that will allow us to rejoice over someone else’s ministry or blessings? 

And neither dose Paul. 

So, let’s look at what Paul does focus on:

46 And Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly, saying, “It was necessary that the word of God be spoken first to you. 

Since you thrust it aside and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold, we are turning to the Gentiles. 



47 For so the Lord has commanded us, saying, “‘I have made you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.’” 

The Jews are God’s chosen people. God has made promises to them as a people. 

But like us, they must accept Jesus Christ as their messiah and savior.

The gospel went to them first, but it doesn’t stop there.

We are to shine the light of the gospel to our neighbors, our friend and coworkers, classmates, and relatives. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]But we don’t stop there.

We move on until God applies the light of the gospel to the heart of all the lost.



48 And when the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying the word of the Lord, and as many as were appointed to eternal life believed. 

49 And the word of the Lord was spreading throughout the whole regio. 

Do you have a passion for the spread of the gospel message?

Are you living like a Jewish or as a gentile believer?

As a gentile believer, you show that the light of the gospel has reached you and has radically changed how you live. 

You should live in such a way that the even the lost around you will notice. Maybe even call you Christian!

If the light of the gospel has reached your heart you should be changed in the way you see needs around you. 
Are you willing to help and feel compassion for those in need, those outside of yourselves?

And finally do you have a passion to spread the light of the gospel?

Or are you more like the Jewish believers, content to sit in your synagogue, not willing to welcome strangers, those who are not like you into your church, unwilling to support ministries or missions that have no direct or personal benefit to you?

May we live in such a way that the light of the gospel shines brightly.


*

*

*

*

*

24

24

24

24

24

